Process for approval of a GP Trainer to have two GP trainees (ST1, ST2, ST3) concurrently (training ‘overlap’)

It has been normal in the past for GP Trainers to have only one GPStR in their Practice at any one time, and indeed this is still desirable today, for a number of reasons.  However, the KSS GP Deanery and GP School recognise that with the increased period of time in GP for GP trainees, with the placements in the ST1 and ST2 years, the increased number of trainees undertaking LTFT training GP Trainers wishing to have approval for training two GP trainees concurrently, should follow these instructions.

All GP trainees in Practice must have a nominated GP Trainer, who will take full responsibility for the educational supervision of that doctor.

No GP Trainer can take more than two GP trainees at any one time.  However, Practices with more than one GP Trainer may have up to two GP trainees concurrently per GP Trainer, provided that there are the resources and capacity to do this.  Normally, an overlap of up to 2 weeks will not need approval, as this period of overlap is sometimes necessary in general practice to cover different end and start dates.
GP Trainers who need to organise an overlap for longer than 2 weeks should contact the Patch Associate Dean directly to first discuss their request with them and then if this is considered appropriate, complete the application form. GP Trainers applying for this will need to ensure that the GP trainees can be accommodated appropriately for the clinical sessions, and that appropriate teaching and educational supervision will be delivered. They should submit a timetable with the application demonstrating how this will occur, particularly if the Practice is hosting any other learners (e.g. FY2 doctors) at that time. 
They should contact Laurainne Copnall (lcopnall@gpkss.ac.uk) for an application form.
Additional Trainers Grants are normally paid for overlaps exceeding two months.

The maximum time that will be agreed for any overlap will normally be 6 months. Should a period of longer than this be required, then the specific circumstances of this will need to be examined by the Head of the KSS GP School.
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