[image: image1.png]NHS

South East Coast




Minutes

Date: Friday 8th April 2011, 15:00 – 17:00pm 

Meeting: KSS Staff Grade and Associate Specialist (SAS) Leads Meeting.
Venue: L1/L2, Lower Ground Floor, KSS Deanery, 7 Bermondsey Street, London, SE1.

Chair: Dr Umesh Dashora, Regional SAS Project Lead, East Sussex Hospital NHS Trust
	Attendees:

	Prof David Black
	Dean Director

	SAS Leads
	Trust/PCT:

	George John 
	Brighton & Sussex University Hospitals NHS Trust

	Joanna Jarzabek
	Frimley Park Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 

	Elizabeth Hill 
	Maidstone & Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust

	Alok Pancholi
	Medway NHS Foundation Trust 

	Manikundalam Badrinath
	Medway NHS Foundation Trust 

	Colin Lawrence 
	Queen Victoria Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 

	Karen Mitchell
	NHS Surrey Primary Care Trust 

	Aktham Nahhas
	East Sussex Hospitals NHS Trust

	Shaun McGibbon
	Royal Surrey County Hospital NHS Trust 

	Virginia Monteoliver
	South Downs Heath NHS Trust 

	Dr Visaka Kaluarachchi
	Surrey & Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

	Sumith Perera 
	Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust

	
	

	Apologies:

	Dr Deirdre O' Brien
	NHS Eastern & Coastal Kent PCT

	Bilal Ahmad
	Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

	Rafat Maher
	Ashford & St. Peter’s Hospital NHS Trust 

	Amanda Wellesley 
	Western Sussex NHS Trust 


	
	Item
	Action

	1.
	Welcome and Introductions

Welcome and apologies were noted as listed above. 
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of last Meeting held on 18th February 2011
The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting. 
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Matters Arising:
a. Funding

Most Trusts have been able to utilise SAS development funds for generic and specialty specific activities. Most trusts however continue to find it difficult to gain full engagement from SAS doctors. Some Trust also find that due to small numbers of doctors in their institution it is would not be feasible for them to run generic courses for their doctors only. Dr Dashora mentioned that they can combine with neighbouring acute trusts and indeed can make use of regional level courses that are planned by Deanery in association with Royal College of Physicians of London. Colin Lawrence mentioned that it would be a good idea to put a link on KSS Denary website so that the new events can be further advertised on the Deanery website. Dr Dashora mentioned that the Deanery website was currently being developed further to incorporate more links to all possible courses as well as links to colleges, BMA and other sites where other helpful information is available for SAS doctors and SAS tutors alike. Once again Dr Dashora emphasised that it was important to utilise all funds otherwise further allocation to these Trust would be compromised. Joanna Jarzabek asked if there was any plan for an inspection into SAS doctors training activities from the Deanery and David Black advised the group that such inspections were not possible as SAS doctors were a varied group. Joanna Jarzabek wondered if a central advice may be available to individual doctors applying for Article 14. It led to some discussion in the group. Most members felt that it was difficult to support individual applications centrally. There were however good examples from some trusts where doctors who have successfully obtained specialist registration through this approach have delivered lectures and provided advice to other doctors wishing to use the same route. 
b. SAS Leads Questionnaire 
Dr Dashora advised the group about the results from individual responses about funding that was sent to all the Trusts and received and collated centrally. There were Trusts which were struggling to appropriately and adequate utilise some funds. 
Further clarification will be sought in writing from the SAS Tutors at Trusts where evidence of adequate utilisation of funds in not yet available. 
Dartford 
The tutor confirmed that they have adequately and appropriately utilised the funds and it was felt that to encourage people to apply, the official limit of £800.00 per person may have to be reconsidered. 

Medway NHS Foundation Trust
A copy of these minutes will be sent to Dr Badrinath who agreed to send further information and confirmed that adequate utilisation of funds has bee possible within their Trust. 

Frimley Park Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Joanna Jarzabek mentioned that there had been difficulties around successfully utilisation of fund. Dr Dashora would make arrangements to meet with the DMT and Trust Tutors to further facilitate the process. Joanna also wondered if some centrally held funding would be more useful to people applying from different regions. This point was echoed by some other tutors with a small number of doctors in their trust. 
Sussex Community, formally South Downs Health NHS Trust
There are considerable problems within this Trust and the minutes of this meeting would be sent to the Director of the Trust. It would be desirable to trace the funding allocated to the Trust and bring it back for use for educational purposes. 

NHS Eastern and Costal Kent
Again there were issues about utilisation of funds, further clarification was sort regarding the appropriate and adequate utilisation of previous funds, failing which further funding may not be granted.

NHS East Sussex Downs and Weald 

Again there had been inadequate use of funds, the minutes of this meeting would be sent to the SAS Tutor requesting a report on whether there are plans in place for the utilisation of funds, failing of which funds would be withheld centrally and courses organised for SAS doctors from this group.   
NHS West Kent
There were also questions regarding the development of SAS leads/Tutor which needs to be further clarified by the SAS Tutor. 

 
	Trusts mentioned need to provide evidence of adequate utilisation of funds

	
	
	

	4.
	Update on Individual Meetings with SAS Leads in Different Trusts

Dr Dashora mentioned that he had met with more SAS Leads in their Trusts and that minutes of these meetings would be included on the KSS Deanery website for others to review and see if they any examples which they find particularly useful for their doctors within their Trust. 
	SAS pages on deanery website

	
	
	

	5.
	Update on Funding

David Black reported that some funding may be available this year and it would be decided in the next four weeks. He also informed the group that no more funding would be available from next year and that this year also there may be some reduction. It was also mentioned that some more funding may be held centrally so that it may be possible to arrange some central course which may be useful for smaller Trusts and for people who may have missed out on the courses organised locally within the Trusts.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	6.
	AOB

UD mentioned that the SAS Leads linked in programme for SAS Tutors was working well, however he sought suggestions from the group whether opening the group site to all SAS doctors will create a forum where SAS doctors can communicate with each other and to some extent through social networking solve any problems the solution to which may lie among the members of the group. This idea was generally liked although Karen Mitchell mentioned that the tutors may need permission from SAS doctors before they forward their email address to Dr Dashora. Once email address had been obtained he would then invite all SAS doctors to join the forum. Dr Dashora also reported that it was always possible to reject the invitation but on acceptance it would be a large enough group to roll automatically, allow for creative ideas and mutual sharing of practices and suggestions etc. 
Dr Nahhas mentioned that the Leadership Agenda was being promoted by the Deanery. SAS Leads were encouraged to participate in the LEAP workshop which would allow SAS Leads to support Leadership development in junior doctors.   
Dr Kaluarachchi requested a SAS doctors’ needs assessment form. Dr Dashora would forward to all SAS Tutors again. 

  
	All tutors to please check with their SAS doctors and then forward their e mail ids to UD to develop a linked in group

	
	
	

	8.
	Date of Next Meeting 


	

	
	
	


